
demonstrate, in my judgment, the propriety of the course pursued, with
a view effectually lo clear the alimentary canal. Perhaps this should be
the first object, in most cases of encephalitis, as well as of convulsive and
spasmodic diseases, rather than any direct attempt to allay irritation or

assuage pain, by the exhibition of anodynes, narcotics, nervines, or even
by venesection. At any rate, the writer's experience would lead him to
say to physicians, especially to the younger portion of them, look to it,
first of all, that the natural excretions be duly regulated.

Bernardstown, Mass., May 4, 1846. John Brooks.

P. S.—I forgot to state that, on the operation of the physic, there
was some appearance of the locbial discharge, and that calomel and aloes
were left to keep up the evacuations to a sufficient extent. J. B.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, MAY 13, 1846

National Medical Convention.—The delegates to this Convention met
at the Medical College of the University of New York on Tuesday of
last week. At the preliminary organization, Dr. Bell, of Philadelphia,
was Chairman, and Dr. Buel, of New York, Secretary. The committee
appointed to examine the credentials of the delegates, reported that all
accredited delegates from any regularly organized society, local and vol-
untary associations as well as regular colleges, institutions and societies,
-be considered members of the convention, which report was accepted.
Sixteen States were found to be represented (by delegates from State or
other societies), and a committee of one from each State was appointed to
nominate officers of the Convention, who presented the following nomi-
nations, which were unanimously confirmed, viz. : For President, Dr. J.
Knight, of New Haven, Conn. ; for Vice Presidents, Dr. Edward Delafield,
of New York City, and Dr. John Bell, of Philadelphia; for Secretaries,
Dr. Arnold, of Savannah, Geo., and Dr. Stille, of Philadelphia. Dr. G.
S. Bedford, representing the University of New York, then moved that
whereas the original object of the Convention, that of a National repre-
sentation, for the good of the profession, had been defeated by the non-

representation of many of the States, and most of the Medical Colleges
and Societies, the Convention adjourn,sine die. This motion was second-
ed by Dr. Paterson, also of the New York University. The vote was
taken individually, and not by States, and was decided by yeas, 2 ; nays,
74. On account of this motion, Dr. Clymer, of Philadelphia, moved that
the future sittings of the Convention be held elsewhere than at the Uni-
versity College ; and another member proposed an amendment, that an ad-
journment immediately be made to the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons. Drs. Bedford and Paterson disclaimed all intention of opposing
the Convention, and it was decided that Dr. Clymer's motion be. laid on
the table. A committee of nine was appointed to bring the subject of
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Medical Education before the Convention, consisting of Drs. Davis,
March, Hayes, Walter, Bush, Bell, Haxhall, and the President.
The accredited delegates present on Tuesday were from the following

institutions:—Vermont—Castleton Medical College, Vermont Medical
College; N.Hampshire—Centre District Medical Society; Conneclicut
—State Medical Society and Medical Institution of Yale College ; New
York—State Medical Society, Medical Society of City and County,
Bloomingdale Asylum, College of Physicians and Surgeons, King's Co.
Medical Society, University of the City of N. York, Buffalo Medical As-
sociation, Erie Co. Medical Society, Albany Medical College, Geneva Co.
Medical Society, Geneva Medical College, Madison County Medical
Society, New York Hospital ; Pennsylvania—Philadelphia Medical So-
ciety, Pennsylvania College; New Jersey—private individuals; Dela-
ware—State Medical Society, Medical Association of Wilmington ;
Maryland—Medical College of Baltimore ; Virginia—State Medical So-
ciety ; Georgia—State Medical Society ; Mississippi—State Medical So-
ciety ; Indiana—La Porte University ; Illinois—Medical Department of
Illinois College ; Tennessee—Stale Medical Society ; Rhode Island—
State Medical Society. And on Wednesday, the State Medical Societies
of Vermont and Missouri were represented, also the Lunatic Asylum of
Hudson and the New York Lunatic Asylum.
The following resolutions were presented on Wednesday by Dr. Davis,

of the Committee on Medical Education, and after discussion were unani-
mously adopted :—
" Whereas it has been shown by experience that the association of per-

sons engaged in the same pursuit, facilitates the attainment of their
common objects ; therefore,
" 1st. Resolved, that it is expedient for the Medical Profession of the

United States, to institute a National Medical Association, for the pro-
tection of their interests, for the maintenance of their honor and respec-
tability, for the advancement of their knowledge, and the extension of their
usefulness.
" 2d. Resolved, that a Committee of seven be appointed to report a

plan of organization for such an association, at the meeting to be held in
Philadelphia, on the first Wednesday in May, 1847.
" 3d. Resolved, that a Committee of seven be appointed to prepare and

issue an Address to the different regularly organized Medical Societies,
and chartered Medical Schools, in the United States, setting forth the ob-
jects of the National Medical Association, and inviting them tosend dele-
gates to a Convention, to be held in Philadelphia on the first Wednesday
in May, 1847.
" 4th. Resolved, that it is desirable that a uniform and elevated stand-

ard of requirements foi the degree of ' M.D.' should be adopted by all the
Medical Schools in the United States, and that a Committee of seven be
appointed to report on this subject, at the meeting to be held in Philadel-
phia, on the first Wednesday in May, 1847.
"5th. Resolved, that it is desirable that young men, before being re-

ceived as students of medicine, should have acquired a suitable prelimi-
nary education, and that a Committee of seven be appointed to report on
the standard of acquirements, which should be exacted of such young
men, and to report at the meeting, to be held tin the first Wednesday in
May, 1847.
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"6th. Resolved, that it is expedient that the Medical Profession in the
United States should be governed by the same code of Medical Ethics,
and that a Committee of seven be appointed to report a code for that pur-
pose, at the meeting to be held in Philadelphia, on the first Wednesday in
May, 1847."Dr. O. S. Bartles, of New York, offered the following resolution, which
after considerable discussion was referred to a committee of seven, by a

vote of 58 to 23.
" Resolved, That the union of the business of teaching and licensing,

in the same hands, is wrong in principle, and liable to great abuse in prac-
tice. Instead of conferring the right to license on medical colleges, and
State and county medical societies, it should be restricted to one board,
in such State, composed, in fair proportion, of representatives from the
medical colleges, and the profession at large, and the pay for whose ser-

vices, as examiners, should, in no degree, depend on the number licensed
by them."
The Chairman announced the various committees on Dr. Davis's reso-

lutions—as follows :—
" On the Organization of the National Medical Institution "—Drs. J.

Watson, Steams, Campbell Stewart, Stille, Davis, Cogswell, Fenner.
"On the Address"—Drs. Knight, lves, Dow, Sumner, McNaughton,

Blatchford, Boswell, Baxley.
" On the Requirements for a Degree "—Drs. Haxháll, Cullen, Paterson

(Va.), Norris, Flint, Perkins, Wing.
" On Preliminary Education "—Drs. Cowper, Bush, Thompson (Del.),

March, Atlee, Brainard, Mead.
The closing business of the session, on Wednesday, as we gather from

the New York papers, was as follows :—

Dr. Thompson's resolution of thanks to the Colleges, for the offer of
their rooms for the Convention, was taken from the table and adopted.
A member moved a resolution to call on the different medical societies,
in the different States, to report the births, marriages and deaths in their
several States. Carried.—A vote of thanks was then proposed to the
officers of the Convention, for the manner in which they had discharged
their duties. Carried unanimously.—A vote providing for the publication
of the proceedings of the Convention, in pamphlet form, was then offered,
and adopted.—A resolution was passed, providing for the arrangement of
a system of nomenclature of diseases, with reference to the registration
of deaths.—An invitation from Dr. Delafield (V. P.) to the members of
the Convention, to visit him at his house to-morrow (Thursday) evening,
was accepted, with thanks, and unanimously.—Dr. Bell (V. P.) moved
that this Convention approve the designs and publication of the Syden-
ham (publishing) Society, in England. Adopted.—Dr. Cogswell offered
a vote of thanks to the chairman for the manner in which he had dis-
charged the duties of his office. Adopted.—Prof. Knight (P.) briefly re-

turned his acknowledgments.—And the Convention then adjourned,
sine die.

Entomology.—Messrs. Lea & Blanchard have brought out a finished
edition, enlarged and corrected, of that delightful work, by Kirhy and
Speuce, on the Natural History of Insects. In England this work has
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passed through six editions. Such a treatise is not essential to a medical
student, but it is one of those excellent productions which enlarge the
sphere of knowledge, by illustrating the economy of nature, and therefore
is eminently calculated to improve the mind. Physicians may be philoso-
phers as well as practitioners. We have noticed that those who know
nothing of the universe which surrounds them but the details of the pro-
fession of medicine, deprive themselves of a vast amount of intellectual
enjoyment which the fair creation offers for their acceptance. We are
staunch advocates for that system of reading which embraces the whole
range of human thought, and although students should first become fa-
miliar with the doctrines on which a rational practice is founded, there is
no apology to be made to society, for not being familiar with the various
departments of general literature and the elements of the natural sciences.
This valuable publication may be found in Boston at Messrs. Ticknor
&. Co.'s.

Railroad Surgery.—On Saturday, May 2d, while the cars for New
York were speeding it over the Providence Railroad with exceeding ra-

pidity, a tall, stalworth fellow, who wished to stop at a particular place,
made a leap, sans cérémonie, from the platform to the ground. The train
was very soon brought to a stand-still, and the passengers rushed out, en
masse, to the spot where the man fell. On examination—the profession
being bountifully represented on the occasion—it was found that the
only injury he had sustained was a dislocation of the left shoulder. Dr.
Gage, of Concord, and Dr. Tenney, of Loudon, N. H., as assistant, with
the aid of a few spectators, quickly reduced the luxation, and the patient
walked off one way, while the cars ran the other. Being present, we
can bear testimony to the cool, skilful manner of Dr. Gage, as an operator.

University of Missouri.—A catalogue of the Faculty of the Medical
Department, for the present season, shows that ninety-two students were
matriculated for the late course of lectures. Twenty-nine were admitted
to the degree of doctor of medicine. Dr. Augustus R. Knapp, of Jersey-
ville, received an honorary degree. The Medical School of Kemper Col-
lege, since the issuing of the last circular, has become the Medical De-
partment of the University of the State of Missouri. There is a strong
faculty, combining tact, energy and experience, so that the success of the
institution can hardly be questioned.

St. Louis is a charming city, as we can testify from personal observa-
tion, and must become a great central depot for literature and science,
in the progress of time, as it already is for mercantile activity, and a thrift
that bears a striking resemblance to that of New England.

Diseases of the Eye.—Readers are particularly directed to the article
on Ophthalmology, in this day's Journal, by Dr. Stone, which came by
the last steamer. He is gathering up treasures in the treatment of dis-
eases of the eye, to be dispensed in his own favored country. Further
communications are anticipated from the same desirable source.

Judicial Period of Gestation.—Medical matters seem to be decided by
judges and jurymen, in Pennsylvania, without much regard to authority, to
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say the least. In Vol. XXXIII. of this Journal a case is reported in which
a verdict was given in favor of the existence of pregnancy 317 days. The
following is asimilar case, and is taken from a New York paper.
" The medical and legal professions will be gratified to find that a judi-

cial decision has been made at Lancaster, Penn., which settles a long-
mooted point in both professions. The case was a trial in which the pro-
secutrix, who charged the defendant with being the father of her illegiti-
mate child, testified that the last time he was in her company was on the
22d day of March, 1845, and that the child was born on the 30th of
January, 1846, both the mother and child being in a healthy condition.
Many authorities were read upon the period of gestation ; and thirteen
able doctors testified to the same point ; a majority of them denied that
the period ever extended more than a few days beyond nine calendar
months, or two hundred and seveniy-three days; excepting from some un-
natural cause, as mal-formation, &c. The judge charged the jury, as a mat-
ter of law, that the unusual length of time (forty days beyond the ordinary pe-
riod) was no obstacle to the conviction of the defendant, and he was ac-

cordingly convicted. A medical spectator, remarking upon the case, in
the Union and Sentinel, says: ' This is an important case, being the first
time in America, where, by judicial decision, it has been established that
gestation may be protracted to three hundred and thirteen days in a per-
fectly natural case, ending in a safe and natural birth.' "

Losses by Mail.—Within a short time the discovery has been made that
various business letters addressed to the editor of this Journal, by some

singular fatality have not come to hand. After thorough examination,
having had frequent interviews with the proper officer in the Boston
Office, we are inclined to believe that a rogue has had access to the box
in which the editor's letters and packages are placed. In consequence of
this conclusion, the box is now changed, and no second person, under any
circumstances, is permitted to take out our letters. Several instances have
come to our knowledge in which letters containing money in payment for
the Journal were directed to the editor instead of the publisher, and
have shared the same fate. How many letters have thus failed to reach
us, we have no means of knowing. Our confidence in the integrity of the
Post Office, however, as a department, is unshaken. There has been
roguery somewhere, which the agent of the Government may yet succeed
in detecting. Whatever is directed to the Boston Medical and Surgical
Journal, either with or without the publisher's name, is placed in a safe
box, in the Post Office, to which no one goes but himself, and from which
nothing has been missed. Letters or packages addressed exclusively to
the editor are put into his private box, which we consider now as also per-
fectly safe. Letters relating to the business of the Journal should in all
cases be directed to the publisher, according to the directions which are

every week printed on the last page of the Journal. Besides all these
arrangements for security, as a business process a daily cash account is
kept of money received by the editor, its source and object, and the letters
filed. Fearing that many correspondents may be laboring under the im-
pression that their favors are indifferently received or wholly neglected,
since the extent of the evil is past finding out, this statement is made, with
the assurance that at the Boston Post Office no further loss will occur
under our present careful system of vigilance.
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P. S.—Since writing the above, a person has been arrested, who con-
fesses that he has opened letters which he took from the editor's box. We
now entertain a hope of ascertaining the extent of the injury we have been
made to suffer, as well as preventing its recurrence.

Rising Medical Talent in Western Africa.—In one of Dr. Lugenbeel's
recent despatches to the American Colonization Society, dated at Monro-
via, February 10th, he thus speaks of two of his pupils :—" Perhaps it
may appear a little like egotism for me to praise my own students, but I
think I may truly say, that Mr. James S. Smith possesses more remarka-
ble talents for the practice of medicine, than any other young man whom
I ever knew. His judgment is uncommonly good, and he is very studious,
observant and attentive. Mr. Roberts, however, will make the better sur-
geon. He has already performed several important surgical operations.Only a few days ago, I saw him amputate the leg of a man, who had re-
ceived a gun-shot wound in the calf. He performed every part of the
operation himself—took the limb off about four inches below the knee;
and I do not hesitate to assert, that I believe an amputation was never be-
fore more neatly performed in Liberia.
" Nearly all the late immigrants have been, more or less, sick ; some very

sick, and a few of them are still complaining. Six, in all, have died ; one
of whom was a very aged woman, and one a young unmarried female,
who obstinately refused to eat or drink anything, or to take any medicine,
in consequence of mortification and chagrin, produced by the develop-
ment of her unfortunate situation—in plain language, an abortion. One
of the other four was a man, who might have lived if he had not resolved
to die."

Castleton Medical College.—We understand that Dr. Samuel Parkman'
of this city, who has for several years past occupied the chair of Descrip_
tive and Surgical Anatomy in the Castleton School, has resigned. A sue
cessor has not yet been appointed.

Medical Miscellany.—On the post-mortem examination of a man in
Maryland, a pistol ball was detected in the substance of the brain, which
had been there three weeks—yet he had been rational most of the time
before death.—Dr. Alexander Edson, of Vt., brother to the once famous
living skeleton, Calvin Edson, who weighed 125 pounds at 18 years of age,
now, at 42, weighs only 50 pounds. Calvin, before his death, weighed
but 45 pounds. The doctor is in good health.—Mr. Blaisdell, a mechani-
cal dentist, assistant of Dr. Ball, Boston, has recently completed a speci-
men of his ingenuity, in the construction of a lull set of artificial teeth of
extraordinary beauty.—Smallpox is again on the increase at Philadelphia.

Erratum —On page 280 of the last No. of the Journal, four lines from the
bottom, the sentence—" the more important the cause," &c, should read, "the
more impotent the cause, the more potent the effect."

Report of Deaths in Boston\p=m-\for the week ending May 9th, 66 —Males, 34, females, 32.
Stillborn, 9. Of consumption, S—smallpox, 2—measles, 14—old age, 2—lung fever, 2—acci-
dental, I—erysipelas, 1—scarlet fever, 6—infantile, 6—inflammation of the lungs, 2—dis-
ease of the brain, 1—dropsy of the brain, 5—childbed, 1—convulsions,!—debility. 1—maras-
mus. 2—typhus fever, 1—hooping cough, 1—dropsy, 1—croup, 1—inflammation of the hrain, 3
—sudden, 1—cancer, 1—teething, 1.
Under 5 years. 40—between 5 and 20 years, 6—between 20 and 40 years, 11—between 40 and

60 years, 2—over 60 years, 7.
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A Case of Ileus relieved by Tobacco. By T. W. Fry, M.D., of Craw-
fordsville, Ind.—Mrs. Wiuters, 69 years of age, suffered from a severe
attack of intermittent fever last fall, and continued delicate and feeble
through the winter. On the 16th of March she was seized with symp-
toms of colic, accompanied by constant efforts at vomiting. A portion of
tinct. opii and sulph. ether gave but temporary relief. On the morning
of the 17th vomiting returned, and some bilious matter was thrown up ;
an emetic of ipecacuanha was now ordered, which relieved the stomach
of a large quantity of bile. The sickness and pain having subsided to
some extent, cathartic medicines, followed by saline mixtures, were had
recourse to, but without any good effect. The pain returning with greater
violence, the bowels becoming more swollen, accompanied by copious
and frequent discharges of feculent matter from the mouth, now indicated
more clearly the nature of the difficulty; and as all medicine taken into
the stomach for the purpose of acting on the bowels only increased the
sickness, pain, and vomiting, reliance was placed entirely upon opiates
and injections. Tinct. opii thirty drops was given, followed in fifteen
minutes by one-fourth of a grain of sulph. morphine ; injections of salt
water and castor oil frequently repeated, were immediately expelled with-
out producing any action on the bowels, except one small discharge of
opaque mucus. An injection of tobacco was now given with the same
result. The bowels seeming incapable of retaining fluid matter, a sup-
pository, made in the following manner, was introduced into the rectum :

a drachm of strong tobacco steeped in a gill of hot water, was added
to two tablespoonfuls of sugar, and boiled to the consistence of wax. This
was retained several hours, and the patient began to feel an inclination to
stool ; another injection was administered, which came away with a copious
discharge from the bowels, and entire relief to the patient.
The discharge of feculent matter by the mouth, which continued up

to the time of the introduction of the suppository, now ceased, and the pa-
tient, although prostrated to an alarming extent, her constitution being
much impaired by age, recovered with great rapidity. Counter-irritation
on the abdomen was kept up during the whole course of the disease by
means of hot salt and mustard alternately applied.—Western Journal of
Medicine and Surgery.

On the Employment of Phosphate of Ammonia. By C. Voigt, M.D.—
In a trial made under my observation with this article, in the dose of
only about three grains, a series of alarming and highly irritative symp-
toms was induced. In about an hour after its introduction into the sto-
mach, the patient was attacked by a sense of tightness in the prsecordia
and around the chest; nausea; thirst; a hard, small, frequent pulse; and
a collapsed state of the circulation. These disturbances were followed by
fulness and tension in the head ; heaviness in the limbs ; and an unsteady tot-
tering gait. The case seeming likely to become serious if unrelieved, was

treated by a moderate bloodletting, a dose of senna and salts, and mucilagi-
nous drink ; which had the effect of affording relief, though some degree
of gastric irritation remained for some hours subsequently. The first ac-
tion of the medicine in this instance appeared to be violently irritating on
the stomach. I had good reason to suppose that the preparation employ-
ed was pure.—Medical Examiner.
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